
Herseth Sandlin Meets with Secretary of the Air Force

HERSETH SANDLIN MEETS WITH SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE   

Washington, DC- Today, Rep. Herseth Sandlin met with Secretary of the Air Force Michael
Donley to discuss national security issues of importance to South Dakota, Ellsworth Air Force
Base and Joe Foss Field.
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      <!--   /* Font Definitions */   @font-face   {font-family:"Cambria Math";   panose-1:2 4 5 3 5 4 63 2 4;   mso-font-alt:"Calisto MT";   mso-font-charset:0;   mso-generic-font-family:roman;  mso-font-pitch:variable;   mso-font-signature:-1610611985 1107304683 0 0 159 0;}  @font-face  {font-family:Calibri;   panose-1:2 15 5 2 2 2 4 3 2 4;   mso-font-alt:"Arial Rounded MT Bold";  mso-font-charset:0;   mso-generic-font-family:swiss;   mso-font-pitch:variable;  mso-font-signature:-1610611985 1073750139 0 0 159 0;}   /* Style Definitions */   p.MsoNormal,li.MsoNormal, div.MsoNormal   {mso-style-unhide:no;   mso-style-qformat:yes;  mso-style-parent:"";   margin:0in;   margin-bottom:.0001pt;   mso-pagination:widow-orphan;  font-size:11.0pt;   font-family:"Calibri","sans-serif";   mso-fareast-font-family:Calibri;  mso-fareast-theme-font:minor-latin;   mso-bidi-font-family:"Times New Roman";} .MsoChpDefault   {mso-style-type:export-only;   mso-default-props:yes;   font-size:10.0pt;  mso-ansi-font-size:10.0pt;   mso-bidi-font-size:10.0pt;}  @page Section1   {size:8.5in 11.0in;  margin:1.0in 1.0in 1.0in 1.0in;   mso-header-margin:.5in;   mso-footer-margin:.5in;  mso-paper-source:0;}  div.Section1   {page:Section1;}  -->      Photo: Secretary of the Air Force Michael Donley and Rep. Herseth Sandlin  "I appreciated Secretary Donley's willingness to meet with me and discuss national security as itrelates to Air Force policy and the missions at Ellsworth Air Force Base and Joe Foss Field,"Rep. Herseth Sandlin said. "I will continue to discuss my priorities on national defense with theAdministration and our nation's military leaders, and will continue to work with my colleagues inCongress and our commanders at Ellsworth and Joe Foss Field on issues that improve ournation's strategic defense."  During today's meeting, Rep. Herseth Sandlin discussed the pressing need to sustain andmodernize our nation's B-1 fleet, a wing of which is based at Ellsworth Air Force Base. The B-1has been the workhorse of our nation's bomber fleet and has flown over 7,000 combat sortiessince September 11, 2001 – far more than any other bomber in our nation's inventory.  "I was pleased that Secretary Donley agrees that the B-1 needs to remain an important part ofour nation's Air Force," Rep. Herseth Sandlin said. "I look forward to working with him and mycolleagues here in Congress to ensure the B-1 receives important upgrades to enhance itscapabilities."  Rep. Herseth Sandlin and Secretary Donley also discussed the proposed expansion of thePowder River Training Complex and the value such an expansion would provide the Air Forcethrough increased training opportunities. The draft Environmental Impact Study for the proposedexpansion is expected  early this summer.  "The Powder River Training Complex would give our nation an important strategic asset toimprove our Air Force's overall readiness," Rep. Herseth Sandlin said. "It is critical that thisexpansion stays on schedule."  Last month, the South Dakota Air Guard at Joe Foss Field learned it will receive Block 40 F-16sin the coming months in order to replace the older Block 30 planes the 114th Fighter Wing iscurrently flying. The new planes have a longer lifespan and are not scheduled to be retired until2020-22, compared to 2017-18 for the 114th Fighter Wing's current planes.  Secretary Donley said that National Guard units such as the 114th will play a crucial role in thefuture of the Air Force and that the decision to send newer planes to the unit shows the AirForce's commitment to the South Dakota National Guard. He also said that Air National Guardunits such as the 114th will have a definite opportunity to receive a future F-35 mission.  ###  
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